Memo

Date: January 30th, 2026

To: NSW Affiliated Touch Associations

From: Josh Davies, Community Referee Education and Development Coordinator
Subject: MySideline Registration for Referees at Local Competitions

Over recent years, Affiliates and NSW Touch Association have encountered consistent challenges
in managing referee information at a local level, including:

- Inconsistent orincomplete referee data

- Difficulty tracking active vs inactive referees

- Limited visibility of referees accreditation details

- Challenges with event compliance and eligibility confirmation

- Insurance coverage of referees

- Reliance on manual lists, spreadsheets, or informal processes

Acknowledging this, NSWTA will be introducing state-wide referee registration through MySideline
for all Affiliate competitions. This will be a staged approach starting with the 2026 Affiliate season
1 competitions. This will allow NSWTA and some Affiliates to test the process and refine for the
season 2 competitions.

This initiative brings referee management in line with existing player registration processes, and
aims to improve visibility, compliance, and communication for both referees, Affiliates and the
State organisation. It also allows us to align with TFA’s broader National Participation Data Policy
with specific reference to referee reporting.

What does this mean for Affiliates
From the 2026 Affiliate season 1 competitions onwards, Affiliates will be required to:
1. Activate the free referee registration option in their MySideline competition setup.
2. Promote the new process to all referees as part of onboarding processes.
3. Ensure all referees, both new and returning, register themselves through MySideline
before the commencement of the season.
4. Use the MySideline dashboard to view and manage registered referees.
5. Report any issues or discrepancies to NSWTA for support.

Benefits to Affiliates
The introduction of referee registration will allow:
1. Accurate referee lists with clear visibility of everyone officiating within your Affiliate
including contact details.
2. Reduced administration by moving referee information away from manual spreadsheets
and limiting inconsistent records.
3. Enhanced referee recognition, through more accurate recording of participation and
involvement of the sport.
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Ease of transition of the database between executives and referee directors

5. Improved compliance with easy access to referee details allowing for alignment with

NSWTA event requirements.

Improved recognition and monitoring of development pathways.

7. Streamlined communication with direct contact to databases from both Affiliate and
NSWTA to ensure consistent and targeted messaging.

8. Statewide data to support referee recruitment, development initiatives, and resource

allocation.
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We acknowledge that this may be an additional administration process in the first instance,
therefore NSWTA will provide support to all Affiliates leading into the implementation of the
registration process, which will include:

- Step-by-step setup guides for adding referee registration to competitions.

- Templates for Affiliates to promote the registration process.

- FAQs for referees and administrators

- Optional face to face meetings and online briefing sessions prior to the commencement

of Affiliate competitions
- Ongoing support for those Affiliates encountering any issues with the process.

Key Dates
SEASON 1

February 2026: Rollout materials released and sent to Affiliates
March 2026: Affiliate face-to-face and online briefings

March 2026: System setup and referee registrations open

April 2026: Season 1 competitions begin to commence
July-August 2026: Feedback and process review

SEASON 2

August 2026: Affiliate face-to-face and online briefings
August-September 2026: System set up and referee registrations open
September 2026: Season 2 competitions begin to commence
February-March 2027: Feedback and process review

As mentioned above, Affiliates will receive rollout materials February 2026. In the meantime,

please reach out with comments, feedback and suggestions.

Many thanks,

Josh Davies
NSW Touch Community Referee Education and Development Coordinator

NSW Touch Football
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