2026 VAWDON CUP DATES

New South Wales Touch Football (NSWTF) is pleased to confirm the competition dates for the 2026 Vawdon Cup.

The Vawdon Cup continues to provide an outstanding platform for players, coaches, referees, and Affiliates to
come together in a high-quality competition environment. In 2026, NSWTF has sought to build on the success of
previous seasons by delivering a competition structure that is competitive, balanced and as practical as possible
for our Touch Football community.

The confirmed dates reflect NSWTF’s commitment to providing an equitable competition format, improving fixture
balance, reducing pressure on referees and venues, and carefully managing the significant calendar challenges
that exist across September, October and early November.

COMPETITION DATES

Start Date: Friday, September 4
End Date: Sunday, November 1

Matchday Date

Matchday 1 Friday, September 4 — Youth League and divisions with 9 or more rounds
Matchday 2 Friday, September 11

Matchday 3 Friday, September 18

Matchday 4 Sunday, September 20

Matchday 5 Friday, September 25

Matchday 6 Friday, October 9

Semi Final Friday, October 23

Preliminary Final Sunday, October 25

Grand Final Sunday, November 1

BACKUP DATES

Backup Date ‘
Sunday, October 11
Friday, October 16

Friday, October 30

A key adjustment for 2026 will see Youth League and divisions requiring 9 or more rounds to commence on
Friday, September 4. This additional Friday matchday is designed to create a more balanced draw, reduce the
number of Double Header Fridays and assist with managing calendar-related challenges across the season.



FACTORS CONSIDERED

When confirming the 2026 competition dates, NSWTF considered the following:

2025 Vawdon Cup Survey Feedback - Participant feedback supported the current competition model,
while also identifying a desire for greater balance across Friday matchdays. The 2026 structure aims to
retain the strengths of the competition while reducing pressure points where possible.

Calendar Clashes - The September to November window includes several major Touch Football and
community sporting commitments, including National Youth Championships, QLD All Schools, Asia Pacific
Seniors, NSWTF Country Championships, school holidays and the October long weekend.

Youth League Management - Youth League has specific draw considerations due to school-aged
athletes and crossover with major youth events.

Referee and Official Availability - The additional matchday and reduced number of Double Header
Fridays will help ease the load on referees and officials. In 2025, some high-volume matchdays placed
significant strain on referees, particularly where late withdrawals and shortages occurred.

Venue Flexibility - Reducing the number of Double Header Fridays may allow NSWTF to consider a
broader range of venue options, as there will be less demand for venues with large volumes of available
green space on a single night.

Affiliate and Regional Considerations - Where possible, NSWTF may consider regional derby
opportunities at local venues, subject to divisional structures, team entries, venue suitability and NSWTF
operational requirements.

NSWTF is looking forward to delivering an exciting and highly competitive 2026 Vawdon Cup.

We thank Affiliates for their ongoing support, flexibility and collaboration as we work towards finalising the draw
and delivering the 2026 Vawdon Cup.



