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Recognising those who have
achieved not only excellence, but
have also provided outstanding
service to the sport of Touch
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2026 NSW
AWARDS

The NSW Touch Awards recognises those individuals, Affiliates, Regions, and teams who have
achieved not only excellence, but have also provided outstanding service to the sport of touch
football in NSW each year. The celebration focuses on all manner of persons within the touch
football community. Those members of our sport from the local park through to State, National and
International achievements. 

Introduction

The NSW Touch Awards is to be held on the evening of Saturday 31  October, 2026 at The Noble
Dining Room, Sydney Cricket Ground, Driver Ave, Moore Park to celebrate and recognise the
outstanding service and contribution to touch football of our nominees and winners.

st

Further information will be available via NSW Awards Page

Why nominate?
Many volunteers in touch football volunteer their time for the love of the sport and not for the
accolades, however many deserve recognition for their tireless work and hours given. The NSW
Touch Awards is an opportunity for our hard working volunteers to be celebrated for the work they
do for grassroots touch football.

By nominating individuals from your Affiliate and/or Region, you are shining a spotlight on their hard
work and dedication to touch football in NSW that often goes unnoticed.

A nomination can be completed by any member of NSW Touch, Regions, Affiliates or participant.

How to submit your nomination:
Nominations will be submitted via Google Forms for each award, and can be completed multiple
times. Some criteria will have a word limit of up to 300 words, so please only submit relevant
information and the highlights of the nomination, directly addressing the criteria in this document
directly.

Please contact NSW Touch if you require more information: nswtouch@nswtouch.com.au

Awards Information
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https://nswtouch.com.au/affiliate-hub/summit-awards/


Nomination Timeline

Nomination period: 1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026

Nominations open: TBA 2026

Nominations close: TBA 2026

Finalists & nominees announced: TBA 2026

Winners announced: TBA 2026

Winners will also be presented with a NSW Touch award, and promoted via our social media channels,
highlighting the specific award winner as well as the Association and/or Region.

Affiliated Associations are encouraged to engage local media to further leverage opportunities for
community partnerships and recognition.

Furthermore, NSWTA will elevate State winners for external recognition where appropriate. This may include
Sport NSW or other industry awards. Please note, this is at the discretion of NSWTA and some nominations
may require further information.Recognition Categories:

Sport Administration Awards:

Rod Wise Medal - NSWTA Volunteer of the Year

Aileen May Medal - President of the Year

Blues Award (Individual volunteer recognition award)

Distinguished Long Service Award

Affiliate of the Year

Administrator of the Year

Affiliate Referee Director of the Year

Youth Volunteer of the Year

Social Media Account of the Year

Community Event of the Year 

Fran Hanson Award -Selector of the Year (not a nominated award)

Region of the Year (not a nominated award)

For a full list of previous winner, see the NSW Touch history page on our website

https://nswtouch.com.au/about-us/history/award-winners/
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The Performance Awards are not nominated Awards but will be handled by the NSW Touch
 High Performance Unit.

Performance Awards:

Tony Trad Medal - Coach of the Year

Dylan Hennessey Medal – Male Player of the Year

Louise Winchester Medal – Female Player of the Year

Senior Coach of the Year

Junior Coach of the Year

Senior Male Player of the Year

Senior Female Player of the Year

Junior Male Player of the Year

Junior Female Player of the Year

Team of the Year

Senior Team of the Year

Junior Team of the Year

The Matthew Medal – The Referee of the Year (presented at the NSWTA State Referees Dinner)

Judging Panels:

Sport Awards:

General Manager, State Participation Manager, Business Operations Manager, Membership Services
Coordinators (MSC)
Fran Hanson Award - Selector of the Year - NSWTA Selector Panel, General Manager, High Performance
Unit Chair
Region of the Year - Points system, based on performance and compliance throughout the judging
period

Performance Awards:

NSW Touch Football High Performance Unit, with expertise in the relevant discipline.

*The decision of the judging is final and no further discussion shall be entered into.
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ROD WISE MEDAL
Volunteer of the Year

The Rod Wise Medal is named after one of NSW's great volunteers and as such is awarded to the
NSW Volunteer of the year. It always carries the highest honour at the NSW Touch Awards. 
Rod Wise had an extensive volunteer history with over 30 years for NSWTA. Rod was a Life Member
of NSWTA, Southern Suns Region and Yass Touch Associations. Rod consistently and concurrently
ran both Yass TA and Southern Suns, who were a powerhouse in his era. When Rod retired from the
sport, the NSWTA recognised the exceptional standards by which Rod volunteered and as such
decided it was a fitting that this award carries his name.

In 2006, the first recipient of the Rod Wise Medal was Luke Mackenzie from Wagga Wagga TA.

Key Criteria:
This prestigious award is bestowed upon a member recognising an outstanding volunteer who has
gone above and beyond to make a significant contribution to touch football in NSW.

It is the highest Award that the NSW Touch Association presents at the Awards Night.

Rod Wise Medal Nomination Form HERE

Nominations will be considered on the following criteria.

Criteria:

1.   Eligibility
Unpaid position (honorariums & hobby payments accepted)
Active in a volunteer only role within an Affiliate or Region or NSWTA or TFA
Can be involved in any capacity of an Affiliate or Region or NSWTA or TFA
Be a current financial member of NSWTA

N.B Nominees do not have to be involved at all levels

2.   History
Please describe the nominee’s history and service to the sport

3.   Current Role(s) and Responsibility (1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026)
Please describe the nominee’s current participation in and service to the sport

4.   Developments/Initiatives (E.g. Community Projects/Fundraising & Promotions)
Describe any development or initiative that has/is improving the sport at any level that this
nominee is involved in
Describe how this nominee is a volunteer of exceptional standards

5.   Character
Be of the character that best reflects the values and mission of the NSW Touch Association

6.     Additional information supporting this nomination
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_phi4fiqGW1h0oyyVV4Y5SqBE9XnXf7BhwACDrUxE7aaiHw/viewform


AILEEN MAY MEDAL - PRESIDENT OF THE YEAR

This award recognises exceptional leadership, outstanding contribution, and achievements by a
member in the role of President of their Affiliate.

Aileen May Medal Nomination Form HERE

Nominations will be considered on the following criteria.

Criteria:

1.   Eligibility
Unpaid position (honorariums & hobby payments accepted)
Active in a volunteer only role within an Affiliate
Be a current financial member of NSWTA
Based in NSW

2.   History
Please describe the nominee’s history and service to the sport

3.   Current Role(s) and Responsibility  (1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026)
Please describe the nominee’s current participation in and service to the sport
Describe the demonstrated leadership and development of others within the sport

4.   Developments/Initiatives (E.g., Community Projects/Fundraising & Promotions)
Describe any development or initiative that has/is improving the sport at any level that this
nominee is spearheading
Describe how this nominee is a President of exceptional standards

5.   Character
Be of the character that best reflects the values and mission of the NSW Touch Association

6.     Additional information supporting this nomination
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXG1CTGcZM7L9zq6vGxXzdZ0GsvSRk9afRilMZvhGR9rwcuA/viewform


BLUES AWARD – SPORT RECOGNITION AWARDS

The Blues Awards recognises outstanding achievements and contributions made across NSW by our
volunteers in the community. Without volunteers there would be no clubs, no teams, no coaches, no
referees, no one to set up the fields, run the canteen or assist with team uniforms and so much
more.

The Blues Awards are one of our most prestigious awards. 

An individual may only receive a Blues Award once.

Blues Award Nomination HERE

Nominations will be considered on the following criteria.

Criteria:

1.    Eligibility
Unpaid position (honorariums & hobby payments accepted)
Active in a volunteer only role within an Affiliate or Region or NSWTA or TFA
Can be involved in any capacity of an Affiliate or Region or NSWTA or TFA

N.B Nominees do not have to be involved at all levels

2.   Service
Provide summary of the nominee’s roles/service to the sport
Describe the service that has been of significant benefit to the sport / association and
community

NB. Each Affiliate is eligible for a maximum of two recipients per year. Each Region may also
nominate a maximum of two recipients per year
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRxeyVLOoeLTIQIMkBY8VUa-6Ir-Cd0cdhdTc3uzywu4_gtA/viewform


DISTINGUISHED LONG SERVICES AWARD

This award recognises an individual’s exceptional service and/or contribution to Touch Football at
affiliate, regional or state level of over 25 years.

An affiliate/region can only nominate one person for this prestigious award. A Distinguished Service
Award can only be received once, and no more than 12 will be awarded annually.

Distinguished Long Services Nomination Form HERE

Criteria:

1.    Eligibility
Must have completed 25 years continuous service at either affiliate/region/state level
Not a NSWTA or TFA Life Member or Hall of Fame Member

2.   History
Please describe the nominee’s history and service to the sport
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpWNdT0zCv6SEqFWAN1HWXzWzrHq4-fW4n8EwNPRA2_C9QTg/viewform


AFFILIATE OF THE YEAR

This award recognises an Affiliated Touch Association for overall excellence in administration,
operations, and on-field success between  1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026. This award pays
particular attention to strategies, projects, programs, and innovations which enhance and support
participation growth in players, referees and coaching representing the ‘best in class’.

There will remain six regional winners in this category. In a new initiative, the State Affiliate of the
Year Award will be presented in a 3 tiered system. The tiers are based on the overall team
numbers an Affiliate has registered  in competitions over the nomination period, this is the
combined number of teams an Affiliate has registered for Season 1 and Season 2.  
Therefore, will be three (3) State NSW Affiliates of the Year presented.

Example: X Affiliate had 35 senior and 50 junior teams in Season 2 2025 (85 total), and 20 senior
and 0 junior teams in Season 1 2026. The total number of teams is 105, therefore, they will be
judged in Tier 1.

Tiers:
Tier 1 – 100+ teams over judging period.
Tier 2 – 50 – 99 teams over judging period.
Tier 3 – <50 teams over judging period.

Affiliate of the Year Nomination Form HERE

Criteria:

1.    Eligibility
An active affiliate within a Region and run minimum 1 competition over the judging period.
Be a current financial member of NSWTA

2.   Administration
Proficient use of competition management system (MySideline)
Active use of website and/or social media
Business growth and diversification of revenue streams
Facility development projects
Marketing/partnership opportunities
All Team Management complete WWCC and submitted into database
Committee meetings held and documented, available to the membership
Engagement in NSWTA State Conference, cluster meetings and/or similar
Effective communication and positive relationship with NSW Membership Services Coordinator
Submits feedback into NSWTA reviews and/or post event surveys as applicable

3.   Technical Development
Run Referee Course
Run Coaching Course
Volunteer Development
Junior Programs
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4. Growth/Team Numbers
Junior Competition
Senior Competition
Increased Representative Performance and support of competitions
Referee compliance at NSWTA events
Key events run during the period

5. Compliance
Meet NSWTA Affiliation Regulations requirements: Committee contact details; competition
details; most recent AGM minutes & constitution, submission and payments complete by Round
4 of competition
Current constitution available for all members to access
Completes the NSWTA Affiliation online form
Audited financial accounts (if applicable)
AGMs held in accordance with NSWTA compliance
All reports provided
Incorporation status (if applicable)

6. Developments/Initiatives (E.g. Community Projects/Fundraising & Promotions)
Describe any development or initiative that has/is improving the sport at an affiliate level
Demonstrated commitment to inclusion and diversity in terms of, club administration and
participation of all people i.e., Women, CALD communities, indigenous, disabled and the
disadvantaged
Demonstrated local school engagement
Innovative volunteer leadership and management, including recruitment, retention, recognition,
and reward

7. Additional information supporting this nomination
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COMMUNITY EVENT OF THE YEAR

This award recognises a NSW Touch Football Affiliate or Region that has developed and/or
delivered a community-focused event that showcases innovation, enhances the participant
experience, strengthens community engagement, and elevates the profile of touch football within
the local area.

Judging Period: 1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026

Community Event of the Year Nomination Form HERE

1. Eligibility
The event must have been delivered by a NSW Touch Football Affiliate or Region during the
judging period.
The event must be administered under a NSW Touch Football recognised entity.
The event must centre around touch football and demonstrate a clear community
engagement focus.

2. Engagement
Demonstrate how the event successfully engaged the local community, participants,
volunteers, and/or spectators.
Provide evidence of collaboration with local stakeholders (e.g., councils, schools, community
groups, sponsors).
Include participation numbers and growth, audience reach, or other relevant metrics that
reflect the scale and impact of the event.

3. Creativity / Innovation
Highlight new or unique processes/strategies incorporated into the event to enhance
participant experience.

4. Additional Information Supporting this Nomination
Provide media coverage, testimonials, photos, videos, or social media insights that support
the event’s success.
Include any post-event outcomes such as participant retention and/or growth, new
memberships, or further engagement initiatives sparked by the event.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdq7Uldd5d0czd-96-TO-rfaYnwSsehN4X2Yc2qdIozxD4YoQ/viewform


ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR

This award recognises an Administrator who has set the standard for volunteer community sport
administration. Administrator nominees may include such roles as; Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, MPIO, Representative Coordinator, Social Media Coordinator, or Competition
Coordinator.

*At the discretion of the NSWTA judging panel, nominees may be considered for the Volunteer of
the Year award.

Administrator of the Year Nomination Form HERE

All nominations will be considered on the following criteria.

Criteria:

1.    Eligibility
Active in an area of administration within the Affiliate or Region for the judging period
Unpaid position (honorariums & hobby payments accepted)
Be a current financial member of the NSWTA

2.   Administration
Use of Competition Management Program (MySideline)
Use of Affiliate Website
Use of Social Media Marketing/Sponsorship opportunities
Efficiencies or innovations that enhance the standard of administration
Committee meeting correspondence outlined
Submission of grant applications
Committee meetings held and documents kept up to date

3.   Growth/Team Numbers
Junior Competition
Senior Competition
Assistance provided for NSWTA organised school events (where applicable)

4.   Compliance
Meet NSWTA Affiliation Regulations requirements: Committee contact details; competition
details; most recent AGM minutes & constitution, submission and payments complete by
Round 4 of competition
Current AGM held once per calendar year
Incorporation status (if applicable)

5.   Developments/Initiatives (E.g. Community Projects/Fundraising & Promotions)
Describe any development or initiative that has/is improving the sport at an affiliate level

6. Additional information supporting this nomination
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScv6PVBp_CrSkRBo3s8C1vinp9TASd2GOSkmnyyDdxiIA2i6w/viewform


AFFILIATE REFEREE DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

This award recognises an Affiliate Referee Director’s outstanding achievement and
contributions during the judging period.

Affiliate Referee Director of the Year Nomination Form HERE

All nominations will be considered on the following criteria

Criteria:

1.    Eligibility
Completed a full term (12 months) as an Affiliate Referee Director/Coordinator within the
judging period
Holds a TFA referee badge
Accredited to deliver referee courses

2.   Current Role(s) and Responsibility (1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026)
List the organisation skills of the nominee
Describe the demonstrated leadership of the nominee

3.   Growth
Referee numbers within affiliate
Referee participation at NSWTA major events
Has engaged with NSW Touch Community Referee Education and Development Coordinator
Formulated and submitted a referee recruitment and retention plan

4.   Technical Developments/Initiatives
Arranged/delivered referee courses
Mentoring of any junior/senior referees
Describe any development or initiative that has/is improving the sport at any level

5.   Additional information supporting this nomination
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFki83xDMKHYFGi0_XhNsuKKygp8p5RvZZ93uCZQiUqadH-Q/viewform


YOUTH VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

This award recognises exceptional leadership, outstanding contribution and achievements by a
youth member aged 25 years old or younger as at the close of the judging period.

The judging period is between 1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026.
Youth Volunteer of the Year Nomination Form HERE

Nominations will be considered on the following criteria.

Criteria:

1.Eligibility
Unpaid position (honorariums & hobby payments accepted)
Active in a volunteer only role within an Affiliate
Be a current financial member of the NSWTA
Based in NSW
Aged 25 or younger as at the close of the judging period

2.   History
Please describe the nominee’s history and service to the sport

 3.  Current Role(s) and Responsibility
Please describe the nominee’s current participation in and service to the sport.
Describe the demonstrated leadership and development of others within the sport

 4.  Developments/Initiatives (E.g. Community Projects/Fundraising & Promotions)
Describe any development or initiative that has/is improving the sport at any level that this
nominee is spearheading
Describe how this nominee is a volunteer of exceptional standards

 5.  Character
Be of the character that best reflects the values and mission of the NSW Touch Association

 6.  Additional information supporting this nomination
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SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNT OF THE YEAR

This award recognises consistently exceptional Affiliate or Regional social media account.
Through the sharing of quality and original content at club or regional level. The recipient will
have delivered positive promotion of the sport to gain exceptional engagement with their
community and the greater online touch football community.

The judging period is between 1st July 2025 – 30th June 2026.

Social Media Account of the Year Nomination Form HERE

Criteria:

1.    Eligibility
Must have a valid social media account that creates and shares content on the sport of touch
football and has been active during the judging period
Whilst the size of the nominee’s online community is important, it will not be the sole basis on
which the award will be judged. Content that shines a positive light on our sport and touch
footballing community will be paramount in the selection of the winner

2.   Engagement
Demonstrate how your content was key in successfully driving positive interaction with the
members
Share content consistently
Drives positive interactions with members though posts
Displays up to date information on affiliate operations
Shares a variety of posts e.g. videos, polls, images, reels etc.

3.   Creativity/Innovation
Describe any social media innovations that has improved engagement with your online touch
community
Describe any social media activations that has contributed to the growth of participation
within your association 

4.Additional information supporting this nomination 
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