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MEMO 

Date: 18 August 2026 

To: Vawdon Cup Affiliates 

From: Josh Benham – Events Manager 

Subject: Vawdon Cup Final Gradings 

 

NSW Touch Football (NSWTF) is pleased to announce the Final Gradings for the 2026 Vawdon Cup, 

celebrating the 50th year of the competition. 

The Final Gradings process considered all appeals lodged by Affiliates following the release of the 

Preliminary Gradings, as well as changes to team nominations, including withdrawals received during 

the appeal period.  

These changes were considered collectively to ensure the Final Gradings and associated competition 

structures remain appropriate for the final composition of each division. 

Each appeal was extensively reviewed by NSWTF against the grading criteria: 

1. Performance at the 2025 Vawdon Cup 

2. State Rankings for 2026–27 

3. Team Rosters 

4. Affiliates’ preferences when nominating 

 

The 2026 Vawdon Cup will feature 126 teams competing across 15 divisions, reflecting the 

continued growth and strength of the competition. 

The grading process has focused on providing appropriate competitive opportunities, strengthening 

participant pathways and ensuring the Vawdon Cup continues to deliver a meaningful experience for 

Affiliates and participants. 

In determining the final competition structures, NSWTF has considered both the continued growth of 

the competition and changes to the final team composition of each division. Competition formats have 

therefore been structured to support sustainable growth, effective fixturing, appropriate levels of 

competition and a high-quality participant experience. 

NSWTF thanks all Affiliates for their engagement throughout the grading process and looks forward to 

delivering another successful Vawdon Cup in this milestone 50th year of the competition. 

 

All teams are listed in alphabetical order. 
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NOMINATION CHANGES 

Preliminary Gradings - Withdrawn Teams 

➢ Appin Men’s Division 4 

➢ Canberra City Magic Women’s Division 2 

➢ Canterbury Boy’s Youth League 2 (2) 

➢ Canterbury Girl’s Youth League 2 (2) 

➢ Wollongong Men’s Premier League 

 

Preliminary Gradings - Withdrawn Divisions 

➢ Men’s Masters 

 
Preliminary Gradings - Additional Teams 

➢ Balmain Boy’s Youth League 1 

➢ Northern Beaches Women’s Division 1 
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PREMIER LEAGUE DIVISIONS  

Men’s Premier League (10 Teams) 
 

MPL 
Bankstown 

Central Coast 

Hills 

Maitland 

Manly 

Newcastle 

Parramatta 

Penrith 

Sharks 

Wests 

 
 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a ten (10) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds.   

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format.  
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PREMIER LEAGUE DIVISIONS  

Women’s Premier League (9 Teams) 
 

WPL 

Balmain 

Canterbury 

Central Coast 

Easts 

Northern Beaches 

Norths 

Sharks 

Wallsend 

Wests 

 

COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a nine (9) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds, with each 
team receiving one (1) bye. 

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format. 
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DIVISION 1  

Men’s Division 1 (10 Teams) 
 

MD1 

Balmain 

Bankstown 

Canterbury 

Maitland 

Norths 

Parramatta 

Sharks 

UNSW Rabbitohs 

Wallsend 

Wests 

 
 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a ten (10) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds.   

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format.  
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DIVISION 1 

Women’s Division 1 (10 Teams) 
 

WD1 
Canterbury 

Easts 

Hills 

Maitland 

Northern Beaches 

Norths 

Penrith 

UNSW Rabbitohs 

Wests 

Wollongong 

 
 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a ten (10) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds.   

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format.  
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DIVISION 1 

Mixed Division 1 (6 Teams) 

Mixed 
LBM  

Manly 

Northern Beaches 

Norths 

Penrith 

SWS Raptors 

 
 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a six (6) team competition, each team will play each other once over five (5) rounds.  

The Friday night Matchdays will include Single Rounds only.  

Teams will play a Single Round on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top four (4) team format. 
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DIVISION 2 

Men’s Division 2 (10 Teams) 
 

MD2 

Central Coast 

Easts 

Hills 

LBM 

Manly 

Parramatta 

Peninsula 

Penrith 

St George 

Wests 

 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a ten (10) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds.   

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format.  
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DIVISION 2 

Women’s Division 2 (8 Teams) 
 

WD2 

Balmain 

Bankstown 

Carlingford 

Easts 

Hornsby 

Manly 

Norths 

Sharks 

 
 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With an eight (8) team competition, each team will play each other once over seven (7) rounds. At the 
conclusion of round seven (7), two (2) Manipulated Rounds will take place. Manipulated Rounds will be 
determined based on ladder positions at the conclusion of round seven (7).   
 
The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top four (4) team format. 
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DIVISION 3 

Men’s Division 3 (9 Teams) 
MD3 

Appin 

Balmain 

Hornsby 

Norths 

Parramatta 

Penrith 

UNSW Rabbitohs 

Wests 

Wollongong 

 

COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a nine (9) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds, with each 
team receiving one (1) bye. 

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format. 
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DIVISION 3 

Women’s Division 3 (7 Teams) 
 

WD3 

Balmain 

Carlingford 

Hills 

LBM 

Ryde Eastwood 

St George 

UNSW Rabbitohs 

 
 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a seven (7) team competition, each team will play each other once over seven (7) rounds, with 
each team receiving one (1) bye. At the conclusion of round seven (7), two (2) Manipulated Rounds will 
take place. Manipulated Rounds will be determined based on ladder positions at the conclusion of 
round seven (7).   
 
The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top four (4) team format. 
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DIVISION 4 

Men’s Division 4 (9 Teams) 

MD4 

Bankstown 

Carlingford 

LBM 

Norths 

Parramatta 

Penrith 

Sydney Uni 

UNSW Rabbitohs 

Wests 

 

COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a nine (9) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds, with each 
team receiving one (1) bye. 

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format. 
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YOUTH LEAGUE DIVISION 1  

Boys Youth League 1 (10 Teams) 

BYL1 

Balmain 

Doyalson 

Hills 

Manly 

Newcastle 

Northern Beaches 

Orange 

Penrith 

Sharks 

Wollongong 

 

COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a ten (10) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds.   

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format.  
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YOUTH LEAGUE DIVISION 

Girls Youth League Pool A (8 Teams) 

GYL POOL A 

Bankstown 

Canterbury 

Carlingford 

Doyalson 

LBM 2 

Parramatta 

Wests 

Wollongong 

 

Girls Youth League Pool B (8 Teams) 

GYL POOL B 

Balmain 

Central Coast 

Easts 

Hornsby 

LBM 1 

Manly 

Ryde 

Sharks 

 

COMPETITION NOTES 

The Girls Youth League Division has been split into two (2) pools. The Team Nomination process 
demonstrated a significant imbalance to support a traditional Girls Youth League One and Girls Youth 
League Two divisional structure. 
 
The two-pool model provides a more balanced competition structure while ensuring all nominated 
teams have access to an appropriate and meaningful representative competition opportunity. 
 
 
The composition of each pool has been determined with consideration given to the regional distribution 
of teams across NSWTF’s six (6) Regions, as well as team and Affiliate performances at previous 
NSWTF events. This approach aims to create balanced pools while supporting our commitment to 
providing clear and accessible event pathways that enhance the participant experience, support 
retention and provide opportunities for continued progression within the game. 
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COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

Girls Youth League Pool A 

With an eight (8) team competition, each team will play each other once over seven (7) rounds. At the 
conclusion of round seven (7), teams will play two (2) Manipulated Rounds. Manipulated Rounds will 
be determined based on ladder positions at the conclusion of round seven (7).   

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The top four (4) teams from Pool A will progress to the Girls Youth League 1 Final Series, while teams 
finishing fifth (5th) to eighth (8th) will progress to the Girls Youth League 2 Final Series.  
 

Girls Youth League Pool B 

With an eight (8) team competition, each team will play each other once over seven (7) rounds. At the 
conclusion of round seven (7), teams will play two (2) Manipulated Rounds. Manipulated Rounds will 
be determined based on ladder positions at the conclusion of round seven (7).   

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The top four (4) teams from Pool B will progress to the Girls Youth League 1 Final Series, while teams 
finishing fifth (5th) to eighth (8th) will progress to the Girls Youth League 2 Final Series.  
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YOUTH LEAGUE DIVISION 2 

Boys Youth League 2 (9 Teams) 

BYL 2 

Canterbury 

Easts 

Hornsby 

LBM 

Maitland 

Peninsula 

Penrith 

UNSW Rabbitohs 

Wests  

 

COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a nine (9) team competition, each team will play each other once over nine (9) rounds, with each 
team receiving one (1) bye. 

The Friday night Matchdays will include a combination of Single Rounds and Double Header 
Matchdays.  

Teams will play a Double Header on the scheduled Sunday.  
 
The Final Series will be a top six (6) team format. 
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ALL ABILITIES 

All Abilities (3 Teams) 

AA 

Hills 1 

Hills 2 

Norths 

 

COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

With a three (3) team competition, each team will play each other once on the Sunday Double Header.   
 
Teams will then play across two (2) competition rounds on Grand Final Day.   

 
 
 
 
 


